
 

Pathways to Farming 

Trainee Grower Job Spec… 

Pathways to Farming (PtF) is run by Mach Maethlon and funded by Arwain Rural Development 

Programme and the Ashley Family Foundation. The project started in July 2018 and will run until Dec 

2020.  

The aim of PtF is to strengthen the local food economy in North Powys by training new horticultural 

food producers and creating new markets for local food to be sold into.  

We offer training in horticultural food production. Our training is delivered by our Mentor, Emma 

Maxwell, who has 20 years experience of growing food to sell in Mid Wales. This training is offered 

for one year on a part time basis. Our programme would suit people with moderate experience of 

food growing who wish to deepen their knowledge and progress towards selling their produce. The 

training consists of classroom sessions and workdays over the autumn / winter, at the end of which 

students will complete a business plan. This will be followed by practical growing in the spring / 

summer to test those ideas. One to one mentoring will be offered during the growing season, as well 

as support to find markets to sell this produce into. 

We can also offer a limited number of microfarm plots to those taking part in our training. These 

plots are allotment sized (approx. 80m2) and are intended for use while training not as long term 

commercial growing sites. We can offer a limited number of microfarm plots in Newtown and 

Machynlleth. We can offer these plots from April 2020 – Dec 2020 for use over one growing season. 

Our training programme: 

• Regular training sessions in Sustainable Horticultural Food Production – one day per month 

in the classroom Sept – March. 

• Regular workdays throughout the year – these workdays are intended to be a learning 

experience as well as an opportunity for our trainees to contribute to the upkeep of our 

microfarm sites. 

• Support with horticultural business planning. 

• One to one mentoring sessions with our trainer. 

• Study visits to successful farms and market gardens in the summer. 

• Networking opportunities with other trainee growers, existing commercial growers and local 

businesses. 

• Support to access new markets to sell your produce. 

• A ‘stepping stone’ into commercial horticultural food production. Taking part in our 

programme will allow you to start testing your ideas and deepening your experience of food 

production. 

• A limited number of microfarm plots in Machynlleth and Newtown. 

• Potential to do accredited vocational training in the future (this is not confirmed but is 

something we are working towards). 



Growing food for your community to consume can be 

incredibly rewarding and enjoyable. It can also be 

hard work and notoriously difficult to make a living 

from. PtF aims to address the barriers to getting new 

entrants into food production and to support them 

along that journey as much as possible. We cannot 

guarantee that you will find a viable career in 

farming at the end of this training. 

What we are looking for: 

Essential: 

• A time commitment of at least one day per 

week over autumn / winter and two days 

per week over spring / summer. This time 

commitment includes classroom sessions, workdays and growing (you are likely to also need 

to put additional time into watering and polytunnel checks depending on where you chose to 

grow). 

• A desire to train in food production with a view to becoming a commercial grower in the 

future. 

• Regular attendance at training sessions and workdays.  

• An interest in growing fruit and vegetables. 

• A passion to create a more sustainable local food system. 

• A desire to work outdoors and get your hands in the soil. 

• Ability to manage your own time and sometimes work alone on your microfarm. 

Desirable: 

• Some experience of growing food crops. 

• A business idea. 

If this sounds like something you are interested in then please send us a cover letter explaining why 

you want to get involved and how you meet the criteria we are looking for. Please also state if you 

have land to grow on or if you would like to apply for a microfarm plot. 

Application deadline is August 20th 2019. 

jodie@machmaethlon.org  

Ready to go commercial? 

If you feel you already have a strong knowledge 

of horticultural food production and do not 

require training, we can still work with you to 

help you with horticultural business planning and 

accessing new markets. As well as running 

microfarms we are also looking to establish some 

larger commercial sized plots for growers ready 

to start running a food growing business. Get in 

touch for further discussions.  

mailto:jodie@machmaethlon.org

